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Learning outcomes in focus 

Students should be able to:

2.7 Conduct market research in order to 
	 investigate an entrepreneurial opportunity
	 and analyse, interpret and communicate
	 the research findings using relevant
	 terminology and representations.

Task  

•	 2nd year students are undertaking market 
research in order to identify a product they 
could sell at a Christmas Fair		

Learning intentions  

We are learning to:

•	 	Conduct market research
•	 	Use a survey/questionnaire or interview
•	 	Be able to analyse and interpret results
•	 	Be able to communicate research findings
•	 	Make decisions as part of a group using 

information compiled through market 
research and classroom learning

Context and learning activities: 

Before completing this task students will be
able to:

•	 	Define market research.
•	 	Explain & appreciate the reasons for 

market research.
•	 	Outline the benefits of carrying out market 

research.
•	 	Explain and recognise the importance of 

the target market.

•	 	Distinguish between field and desk 
research.

•	 	Explore the advantages and disadvantages 
of field and desk research.

Conditions:

•	 This was a group task with an individual 	
	 reflection each student had to complete 	
	 at home.
•	 Student had access to iPads and library 	
	 computers. 

Time

•	 8 classes prior to project
•	 Students were given two class periods to 	
	 work on the project and then four nights to 	
	 finish it for homework. 

Strand: Enterprise

Market Research



Junior Cycle Business  Studies - Second Year

Success Criteria:

SC 1: We have used an appropriate method of primary research
	
SC 2: We have used a variety of relevant questioning techniques

SC 3: We have picked a suitable sample to distribute our survey to

SC 4: We have explained why we choose our sample

SC 5: We have presented our findings in a suitable & relevant way

SC 6: We have highlighted the limitations of our research

SC 7: I have reflected on my contribution to this project

SC 8: I have reflected on the experience of working as part of a team

	



Evidence: Project									       

SC 1: The students used a highly effective 
method of primary research and 

demonstrated a high level of analysis 
of their findings. They designed and 

distributed a survey using Survey Monkey.
 

SC 2: Results were analysed on the poster 
where reasons behind selecting each 

question were outlined and results were 
highlighted. Analysis was also presented in 
the ‘results & findings’ folder in the form of 

graphs from survey monkey. 

SC 3: Letters were given to all teachers 
requesting them to complete the survey 

and encouraging them to get their students 
to complete it too. Students got permission 

to visit classrooms to ensure the survey was 
distributed directly to their target market. 

SC 5: Sketches of potential products to be 
sold were drafted and included in ‘results & 

findings’ folder.

SC 2: Both open and closed ended questions 
were used allowing for the collection of 

both qualitative and quantitative data.
 

SC 4: The research sample was
 identified and there was a high level 

of analysis and excellent rationale for 
choosing this sample.

SC 5: Results & findings were presented in a 
suitable and relevant way, keeping in mind 

their target market and using a suitable 
sample size.

 
SC 6: Limitations relating to their 

chosen sample, creation of the survey & 
distribution of the survey were included 

with a high level of analysis. A section was 
also included where students reflected on 

what they would do differently if they could 
repeat the project, which made this project 

a very high standard.

Junior Cycle Business  Studies - Second Year

Click here to view entire project



Reflection: Student A							     

SC 7: The individual student 
reflection describes clearly 

and in detail how the student 
engaged at an exceptional 

level in all stages of the 
project. 

SC 8: It presents a 
meaningful reflection on 
the student’s experience of 

group work. It explains both 
the benefits & difficulties 

experienced throughout the 
process. 

Junior Cycle Business  Studies - Second Year



Junior Cycle Business  Studies - Second Year

Reflection: Student A							     



Reflection: Student B						    

SC 7: The individual student 
reflection describes clearly 

and in detail how the student 
engaged at an exceptional 

level in all stages of the 
project. 

SC 8: It presents a 
meaningful reflection on 
the student’s experience 

of group work. It explains 
the difficulties experienced 
throughout the process and 

how the student overcame 
these difficulties. 
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Reflection: Student C							     

SC 7: The individual 
student reflection shows 

how the student engaged 
at some stages of the 

project. The reflection on 
the student’s experience 

is limited.
The student could 

improve by ensuring 
there is a clear 

explanation in individual 
reflection of where 

and how the student 
contributed to all aspects 

of the project.

 
SC 8: The student could 

improve by looking at the 
challenges or difficulties 

faced when working as 
part of a team.  
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Student A

Student B

Student C

Teacher feedback: Overall judgement									       
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In line with expectations:                 

Exceptional	         Above expectations	             In line with expectations	         Yet to meet expectations

Exceptional:                 

Exceptional:                 
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